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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

1 . The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

2. Claims 12, 14, and 23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12 5 second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

3 . The limitation "the platen" in Claim 12 lacks antecedent basis. - 

4. Regarding Claim 14, it is unclear which end of the channel is the "proximal end", as a 
proximal end is not defined in a parent claim. The definition of "proximal" end should be 
included in the claim. 

5. Regarding Claim 23, the meaning of "enabling the optical scanner" is unclear. If the 
term implies the use of the optical elements towards the scanning process within the scanner, the 
claim should be modified to reflect that intention. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

6. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 
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(e) the invention was described in- 

(1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed in the United States before the 
invention by the applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in 
section 351(a) shall have the effect under this subsection of a national application published under section 122(b) 
only if the international application designating the United States was published under Article 21(2)(a) of such 
treaty in the English language; or 

(2) a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that a patent shall not be deemed filed in the United States for the purposes of this 
subsection based on the filing of an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 35 1(a). 

7. Claims 1-2, 8-11, 13, 16-18, and 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
unpatentable by Griffin US Patent No. 6,233,064. 

Regarding Claims 1, 2, and 20, Griffin teaches a scanner assembly with a housing having 
a substantially vertical source-contact surface (10) (see Fig. 1) with a channel extending 
therefrom (16), a platen (30) to permit scanning of a source document in a vertical position, and 
a flap (20) (see Fig. 4) coupled to the source-contact surface substantially parallel to the source- 
contact surface of the housing, wherein the source-contact surface, the source-backing surface, 
and the channel form an opening for receiving an edge of a source to be scanned. 

Regarding Claim 8, Griffin teaches the platen with an upper edge, an opposing lower 
edge, a front edge coexistent with a front panel of the housing, and a distal edge and -wherein the 
channel is adjacent to the lower edge of the platen, as seen in Fig. 1 . 

Regarding Claim 9, Griffin teaches the channel having a first end proximal to a front 
panel of the housing and a distal end that extends at least to the distal edge to the platen. 

Regarding Claim 10, Griffin teaches the flap coupled to the housing with at least one 
adjustable fastener with at least one post assembly having a plurality of spatially-separated detent 
positions, in Fig. 10. 
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Regarding Claim 11, Griffin teaches the flap coupled to the housing with at least one 
adjustable fastener (419, 421) (see Fig. 17 and Col. 6, lines 62-67) for closely contacting the 
source-backing surface to the source-contact surface. 

Regarding Claim 13, Griffin teaches a housing configured with a channel (2*6) that can 
extend to increase the width of the opening (see Fig. 8). 

Regarding Claims 16-18, Griffin teaches a scanner assembly with a means for optically 
scanning and converting image data into a digital data representation of a source (40, 70) (see 
Fig. 2 and 3), means for spatially adjusting a source to be scanned with the means for optical 
scanning comprising a slot (formed by an opening surrounded by the housing (10), flap (20), and 
channel (16)) (see Fig. 4), and means for supporting the source along an edge of said source 
during a scanning operation (16). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

8. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

9. Claims 7, 14, and 19 are rejected under 35 TJ.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Griffin. 

Regarding Claim 7, Griffin teaches a scanner assembly with a housing having a 
substantially vertical source-contact surface, a channel extending therefrom, and a flap parallel to 
the source-contact surface. Griffin does not teach the housing comprising a recess configured to 
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receive a portion of the channel when the source-backing surface is in close proximity to the 
source-contact surface. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to include a recess in the housing, as another method to retract the 
channel when necessary, to copy books or other sources with large surfaces for which the 
channel would hinder the scanning process. 

Regarding Claim 14, Griffin teaches a scanner assembly with a housing having a 
substantially vertical source-contact surface, a channel extending therefrom, and a flap parallel to 
the source-contact surface. Griffin does not teach the width of the proximal end of the channel 
increasing over that portion of the channel that extends beyond the platen. It would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to provide a greater 
width in the channel near the proximal end of the scanner, as it is common knowledge that 
insertion slots are wider at the opening to provide easier insertion of objects. 

Regarding Claim 19, Griffin teaches a scanner assembly with a housing having a 
substantially vertical source-contact surface, a channel extending therefrom, and a flap parallel to 
the source-contact surface. Griffin also teaches a first inclined surface associated with a housing. 
Griffin does not teach a second inclined housing associated with a flap. It would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to include a second 
inclined housing associated with a flap, to offset the difference in height between the left and 
right sides and provide a rectangular-shaped scanner body. 


10. Claims 3-6, 12, 1 5, and 21-25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Griffin in view of Nagano et al. US Patent No. 6,33 1,886. 
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Regarding Claims 3 and 4, Griffin teaches a scanner assembly with a housing having a 
substantially vertical source-contact surface, a channel extending therefrom, and a flap parallel to 
the source-contact surface. Griffin does not teach the housing containing the front panel with an 
inclined surface adjacent to the opening, the inclined surface forming a wider opening at the 
surface of the front panel. Regarding Claim 3, Nagano, et al. teach a scanner apparatus 
containing a front panel (202) (see Fig. 13) with an inclined surface adjacent to the opening, the 
inclined surface forming a wider opening at the surface of the front panel. Regarding Claim 4, 
Nagano et al. also teach a channel (lb) (see Fig. 1) supporting the source from the bottom, and a 
flap (1) attached to the support element to the left of the slot (203a) (see Fig. 13), containing an 
inclined surface adjacent to the opening slot, the inclined surface arranged to increase the 
opening along a front edge of the flap, wherein the front edge is substantially perpendicular to 
the source-backing surface. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to add the inclined surfaces in the scanner of Nagano et al. to the 
scanning apparatus of Griffin, to provide a means of securing a slide or a strip of film for 
scanning, as taught by Nagano et al., to improve the insertion and removal process. 

Regarding Claims 5 and 12, Griffin teaches a scanner assembly with a housing having a 
substantially vertical source-contact surface, a channel extending therefrom, and a flap parallel to 
the source-contact surface. Griffin does not teach the flap containing a slot. Nagano et al. teach 
a flap (1) (see Fig. 1) containing a slot (between la and lb) in which to insert and secure a 
relatively short source document such as a slide or strip of film, and to align it with the scanning 
elements. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to include a slot in the scanning apparatus of Griffin, to provide a means of attaching a 
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slide or a strip of film for scanning, as taught by Nagano et al., to easily align a source for 
scanning. 

Regarding Claim 6, Griffin teaches a scanner assembly with a housing having a 
substantially vertical source-contact surface, a channel extending therefrom, and a flap parallel to 
the source-contact surface. Griffin does not teach the flap containing a clip arranged to receive a 
portion of a source to be scanned. Nagano et al. teach a clip (la) (see Fig. 1) to receive a portion 
of a source to be scanned. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to include a slot in the scanning apparatus of Griffin, to provide a 
means of securing a slide or a strip of film for scanning, as taught by Nagano et al., to fully 
secure a source for scanning. 

Regarding Claim 15, Griffin teaches a scanner assembly with a housing having a 
substantially vertical source-contact surface, a channel extending therefrom, and a flap parallel to 
the source-contact surface. Griffin does not teach the channel coated with a material having a 
relatively low coefficient of friction. Nagano et al. teach a scanner for scanning a film strip or 
slide by sliding the source into an opening. Although Nagano et al. does not specifically mention 
the composition of the scanner, it is inherent that a plastic compound is used to mold the front 
panel and the channel, and that plastics have a relatively low coefficient of friction. It would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to coat 
the channel in the scanner of Griffin with a material having a relatively low coefficient of 
friction, to easily insert and remove film strips or slides without encountering resistance. 

Regarding Claim 21-25, Griffin teaches a scanner assembly with a housing having a 
substantially vertical source-contact surface, a channel extending therefrom, and a flap parallel to 
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the source-contact surface. Regarding Claim 22, Griffin teaches arranging the flap and housing 
to apply pressure to the source to closely contact the platen (Col. 4, lines 6-1 1). Regarding 
Claims 23-25, Griffin also inherently teaches enabling the optical scanner (to visually scan a 
source), spatially arranging the flap and housing wherein pressure is removed from the non-scan 
surface of the source (lifting the flap after the scanning process), and removing the source from 
the opening. Griffin does not teach the insertion of a leading edge of a source to be scanned into 
the opening formed by the source-contact surface, the flap, and the channel such that source is 
supported along an edge by the channel. Nagano et al. teach the insertion of the leading edge of 
a source (7) to be scanned into an opening formed by a flap (1), a channel (lb), and a clip (la). 
It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made 
to insert a leading edge of a source into an opening in the scanner of Griffin, to allow effortless 
alignment and scanning of slides and other sources. 

Conclusion 

1 1 . The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicants 
disclosure. 

Minasian et al., US Patent No. 5,475,505, teach a scanning apparatus to scan objects at an angle. 
Onda et al., US Patent No. 6,404,515, teach a scanning apparatus to vertically read slides. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Stephen Yam whose telephone number is (703)306-3441. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 8:30am-5pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Frank Font can be reached on (703)308-4881 . The fax phone numbers for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are (703)308-7724 for regular 
communications and (703)308-7724 for After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703)308-0956. 




Kevin Pyo 
Primary Examiner 


